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Save the Date: 
XTREME CLE 

October 24, 2019 
Mercer County  

Community  
College 

From the  
President’s Desk…... 

F 
all is upon us.  Just like in years 
past, we celebrate the fruits of 
the harvest, the thrill of a new 
football season, and the newest 

batch of pumpkin-infused products.  And 
just like in years past, the Mercer County 
Bar Association began the fall season with 
an impressive slate of events.   
 
In September, we kicked off the new 
court year with the Opening Ceremony 
and Memorial Service, we welcomed the 
new judicial law clerks at the Judges and 
Law Clerks Reception, we honored Judge 
Linda Feinberg with the Medal of Honor 
Award and Ross Switkes with the Young 
Lawyer of the Year Award, and we 
organized the first professional composite 
of our membership in ten years.   
 
October hosted Xtreme CLE, the 
MCBA’s premiere event.  This year’s 
event was arguably the most successful it 
has been in recent years.  It featured an 
assortment of cutting-edge programs, 
including breaking developments in real 
estate, attorney ethics, land use and 
zoning, and opioid awareness.  We were 
fortunate to learn from some of Mercer 
County’s finest legal minds, such as 
Senator Linda Greenstein and Judges 
Christine Gravelle, Linda Feinberg, Philip 
Carchman, and Peter Warshaw.  Thank 
you to all of our sponsors, participants, 
and attendees for making Xtreme CLE a 
success.  I must also acknowledge the 
MCBA’s CLE Committee and Executive  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Director Samantha Iraca and her staff for 
their hard work in organizing the event.   
 
October closed with our Seventh Annual 
Professionalism Day, which offered ethics 
CLE credits on “Professionalism and 
Civility in a Criminal Case.”  Judge Mary 
Jacobson and I moderated for a 
distinguished panel, consisting of former 
New Jersey Attorney General Christopher 
Porrino and Judge Peter Warshaw, as they 
discussed professionalism in the state and 
federal courts, dealing with difficult legal 
issues and adversaries, and respect 
towards criminal tribunals.   
 
The MCBA will continue to impress as 
we approach November.  We begin, on 
November 2nd, with Casino Night, which 
will be held at the Stone Terrace by John 
Henry.  I invite everyone to join your 
fellow members for a night of fun and 
entertainment at the casino tables, where 
“fun money” winnings can be exchanged 
for coupons to be used towards raffle 
prizes.  Importantly, a portion of the 
proceeds will benefit the Mercer County 
Bar Foundation, which, in turn, supports 
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local legal assistance efforts, in 
addition to various charitable 
community projects.  I hope to 
see you all at the event.  Save me 
a seat at the blackjack table.   
 
Casino Night will also include 
the presentation of the 
prestigious Michael J. Nizolek 
Award.  This award, the MCBA’s 
highest honor, recognizes one 
lawyer each year for his or her 
unselfish contributions to both 
the legal profession and the 
community.  This year’s recipient 
is the Honorable Maria Sypek, 
P.J.S.C. (Ret.).  Judge Sypek 
spent her career serving Mercer 
County with dignity and 
professionalism as a respected 
member of our Bench and Bar.  
She served as a judge in every 
part of the Superior Court, Law 
Division within the Mercer 
Vicinage.  She now focuses on 
dispute resolution, as a 
professional mediator and 
arbitrator, where she offers the 
skills she developed from the 
years of experience she gained as 
a jurist.  Congratulations, Judge 
Sypek.  You are nothing short of 
a worthy recipient, and we are 
grateful for your extraordinary 
service to Mercer County and the 
MCBA.    
 
November will finish off with 
the Young Lawyers Committee’s 
Bowling Night and the Family 
Bar Meet and Greet.  Come join 
the YLC on November 14th at 
Colonial Bowling in 
Lawrenceville for a night filled 
with bowling and good company.  
Proceeds from the event will 

benefit LifeTies.  Also, please 
join the Family Bar on 
November 28th at Mountain 
View Golf Club for an evening 
devoted to networking with 
colleagues and recognized 
experts in the fields of mental 
health, custody, and finances.    
 
Finally, with the Thanksgiving 
holiday in the horizon, I strongly 
encourage all of our members to 
volunteer their time and talents 
towards giving back to Mercer 
County.  The MCBA’s 
Community Projects Committee 
routinely coordinates activities 
that serve to benefit the most 
deserving members of our 
community, like donating coats 
for the annual coat drive, serving 
meals at the Trenton Area Soup 
Kitchen, and delivering meals to 
the needy through Meals on 
Wheels.  Please consider 
participating during this season 
of giving. 
 
I hope everyone had a happy 
Halloween.  I wish you all a safe 
and happy Thanksgiving with 
family and friends.    
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Nicole Carlo Esq. 
Office of the Public Defender 

210 South Broad Street 
Trenton, NJ 08608 

(609) 292-4081 
 

Analisa Holmes, Esq. 
Division of Criminal Justice 

Hughes Justice Complex 
PO Box 085 

Trenton, NJ 08625 
(609) 984-6500 

(609) 984-2995 (fax) 
 

Mark Turner Holmes, Esq. 
State of NJ – States Ethics Commission 

28 West State Street 
Pennington, NJ 08534 

(609) 282-1892 
 

Frances Ciesla McManimon, Esq 
McManimon, Scotland & Baumann, LLC 

75 Livingston Avenue 
Second Floor 

Roseland, NJ 07068 
(973) 622-2751 

 
Keith M. Platt,Esq. 

Koster, Brady & Nagler, LLP 
328 Newman Springs Road 

Red Bank, NJ 07701 
(732) 345-9333 

 
Daniel Palmer, Esq. 
Maselli Warren, PC 
600 Alexander Road 

Suite 3-4A 
Princeton, NJ 08540 

(609) 452-8411 
(609) 452-8422 (fax) 

 
Suzette Price, Esq. 
122 West State St. 
Trenton, NJ 08608  
(609) LAW-1612 

 
Deirdre Smith, Esq. 

Office of the Public Defender 
210 S. Broad Street 
Trenton, NJ 08608 

(609) 292-4081 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

MEMBERS ON THE MOVE 

 

Taylor W. Brownell, Esq. 
Lenox Law Firm 

136 Franklin Corner Road 
B-2 

Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 
(609) 896-2000 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Douglas M. Greene, Esq. 
SSDI Lawyers of New Jersey 

Windsor Business Park 
186 Princeton Hightstown Road 

Building 3A, Suite 12 
West Windsor, NJ 08550 

(609) 683-1500 
Fax (609) 301-8009 

--  
Douglas M. Greene 

SSDI Lawyers of New Jersey 
www.ssdilawyersnj.com 
Phone (609) 683-1500 

Fax (609) 301-8009 
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Pictured from left to right: Mercer County Bar Association President Angelo J. Onofri, Esq., and Mercer 
County Bar Association Young Lawyer of the Year, Ross Switkes, Esq.  

The MCBA congratulates Ross Switkes, Esq. on receiving the well-deserved Young Lawyer 
of the Year Award.  We are honored to have celebrated the success of one of Mercer Coun-
ty’s finest rising stars.  We also extend our gratitude to all of the attendees at the Judges and 
Law Clerks Reception, where the award was presented.  The event was an enormous suc-
cess, which served to both recognize Mercer County’s judiciary and newest law clerks, as 
well as honor the young lawyer who demonstrates the best qualities of an attorney and mem-
ber of the Bar.  
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Judges and Law Clerks Reception 

Pictured from left to right: Michael Borgos, Esq., Timothy Ward, Esq., Kathleen Petrucci, Esq., Laura Sunyak, 
Esq., and Joseph Paravecchia, Esq.  

Pictured from left to right: Mercer County Bar Association Vice President, 
James Creegan, Esq., John S. Eory, Esq., and Melissa Chimbangu, Esq. 
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Judges and Law Clerks Reception (continued) 
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Judges and Law Clerks Reception (continued) 
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Nizolek Award 2018 

Hon. Maria Sypek, P.J.S.C. (Ret.) 

E 
ach year, the Awards Committee, 
comprised of previous award recipients, 
reviews nominations for the Michael J. 
Nizolek Award for service to the Mercer 

County Bar Association.  The Nizolek Award, 
named after the former President of the Bar 
Association, honors a member who has furthered 
the interests of lawyers and the legal system in 
Mercer County.  The award winner is one who has 
given not only their time, but who maintains 
excellence and civility in their practice.  This award 
was created and named for Mike Nizolek in 1995, a 
few years after his untimely death, and is intended to 
recognize attorneys who live their professional and 
personal lives by the standards that Mike set for 
himself. This annual award honors Mike’s memory 
and is the Bar’s highest honor.  This year we are 
proud to present the award to the Honorable Maria 
Sypek, P.J.S.C. (Ret.) 
 
Judge Sypek admirably served as a judge of the New 
Jersey Superior Court for twenty years. During her 
successful judicial career, she sat in every part of the 
Superior Court, Law Division, including the 
Criminal, Family and Chancery parts, over which 
she also served as presiding judge. 
 
Prior to her service on the bench, Judge Sypek 
worked for sixteen years at Stockman, O’Donnell 
and Sypek, P.A. as an associate and partner, where 
she practiced various areas of the law, including 
business, property, government, and personal 
injury.  
 
Judge Sypek received her B.A. in Political Science 
from Rosemont College, and her law degree from 
Seton Hall Law School, where she served as an 
editor of the Seton Hall Law Review. 
 
Judge Sypek currently practices dispute resolution 
and offers her services as an arbitrator and 
mediator for a variety of cases. She is an active 
member of the Mercer County Bar Association and 

recently served as president of the Mercer County 
Bar Foundation.  
 
Judge Sypek is a lifelong resident of Mercer County.    
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Central Jersey Legal Services Update 
By Susan Knispel, Esq. 

WE NEED YOU TO TAKE A PRO BONO 
CASE AND YOU NEED US SO YOU CAN 
FULFILL YOUR MADDEN REQUIREMENT 
 
 

I 
f you want to be exempt from court -ordered 
appointments, you need to fulfill the 
requirement each year of 25 hours of 
voluntary qualifying pro bono service 

pursuant to R.1:21-12. Central Jersey Legal 
Services, Inc., (CJLS) is an entity authorized to 
provide pro bono opportunities so that attorneys 
can claim an exemption from court appointments.   
Once the court appoints you to represent a client in 
a case, it is too late to find a way to become 
exempt. The twenty-five (25) hours needs to be 
completed by December 31st of the year prior to 
the year in which you are claiming the exemption. 
 If you specialize in family law cases, you might 
get appointed in a case involving a DUI. If you 
practice real estate law you could be required to 
represent an alleged incapacitated individual in a 
guardianship case. Do you really want to be in a 
situation where you are required to represent a 
client outside your area of expertise? 
 But we can help!  You can take pro bono cases 
from our organization through the Volunteer 
Lawyer’s Project (VLP) of the Mercer County Bar 
Association (MCBA).  At the present time we are 
referring out the following types of cases:  Chapter 
7 bankruptcy cases, criminal record expungements, 
guardianship matters, and family law cases (usually 
uncontested divorces, post-judgment motions and 
domestic violence restraining order matters).  
However, occasionally, we do have eligible clients 
who might need assistance with an appeal, a name 
change, a probate or equity court matter, a real 
estate matter or a tort defense.  If you do not see 
referrals in one of your practice areas, you can 
always call our office to discuss the types of cases 
you would be willing to accept. 
 The MCBA maintains an email list of attorneys 
interested in accepting cases in each substantive 
area discussed above, and when they receive a 

referral from our office, they send out an email 
looking for an attorney to accept the case. If you 
wish to be added to any of the email lists, contact 
either MCBA at  sdelorenzo@mercerbar.com or 
CJLS at  sknispel@lsnj.org . 
 There are other ways to help our client 
population. Here is an example of how the law firm 
of Pepper Hamilton is assisting our clients. In 
conjunction with the firm, we set up a clinic 
whereby clients can receive a consultation in 
matters of concern to low-income tenants. Clients 
consult with an attorney from the firm at the 
offices of CJLS. The attorneys from the firm rotate. 
They come twice a month and see four or five 
clients each time. We, at CJLS, screen and schedule 
the clients. The Pepper Hamilton attorneys give 
advice on rent withholding in habitability matters, 
security deposit returns, and rent increases, along 
with other issues affecting low-income tenants. 
There can be other similar opportunities for your 
firm, just call and ask. 
 In conclusion, it is the obligation of the private 
bar to offer pro bono assistance to those clients 
who cannot afford private counsel. Our legal 
system should provide equal access for all 
regardless of ability to pay. CJLS can only provide 
assistance to a fraction of the eligible client 
population in Mercer County. Please help us ensure 
equal justice for all by volunteering to handle pro 
bono cases from our  
Volunteer Lawyer’s Project. 
 
Susan Knispel, Esquire is currently the Deputy 
Director of the Trenton office of CJLS. 
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Calendar of  Events  
November 

Collect new and used coats 
Tuesday, November 13th: Deliver lunch for Meals on Wheels 10:30-noon.  
Wednesday, November 14th: Young Lawyers Bowling event @ Colonial 
Bowling Lanes. More information to come.  
Wednesday, November 28th: Family Meet and Greet 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm 
@ Mountainview Golf  Course. Registration form is included 
 

December 
Tuesday, December 11th: Serve lunch 10:30-1:00 pm @ TASK.  
Tuesday, December 11th: Holiday Party 5:30-8:30 pm @ Cobblestone 
Creek (formerly Green Acres Country Club)  
Thursday, December 13th: Lawyers Care 5:30-7:00 pm @ Mercer County 

Connection. 
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Effective Monday, April 30, telephone numbers for Superior Court offices and 
chambers in the Mercer Vicinage will change.  The new phone system will require 
callers to dial the main telephone number followed by a five-digit extension. The 
main telephone number is 609-571-4200. An automated attendant will guide 
callers through the main menu and a spell by name telephone directory. 
Generally, extensions will be a 7 plus the last four digits of the old phone number. 
Fax numbers will not be changed. 
 
A complete listing of new telephone numbers can be found at 
https://www.njcourts.gov/courts/vicinages/mercer.html.  
 

Mercer Vicinage Phone Update 
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Mercer Vicinage Phone Update 



  

   A Publication of the Mercer County Bar Association 

Mercer Vicinage Opening Ceremony &  

Memorial Service 

Page 16 

 
On September 4, 2018, we celebrated commencement 
of the new court year with the Opening Ceremony 
and Memorial Service in Judge Mary Jacobson’s 
courtroom at the Mercer County Criminal 
Courthouse.  This year, as in the past, we introduced 
the distinguished members of our Bench and Bar, 
welcomed new members, and honored the late 
lawyers and jurists who nobly contributed to the 
practice of law in Mercer County.  This year, at the 
memorial service, we remembered Judge A. Jerome 
Moore, Lowell Curran, J. Raymond Dietrich, and 
Lawrence F. O'Hara.   

Mercer County Executive, Brian Hughes and 
Mercer County Bar Association President 
Angelo J. Onofri, Esq. 
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Mercer Vicinage Opening Ceremony &  

Memorial Service (continued) 

 
 

Judges of  the New Jersey Superior Court for the Mercer Vicinage.  
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Lowell Curran, Esq., 
eulogized by Allen D. 

Porter. 

 

 “A life well lived is a precious gift,  
of  hope and strength and grace,  

from someone who has made our world  
a brighter, better place.  

 

It’s filled with moments,  
sweet and sad with smiles and sometimes tears,  
with friendships formed and good times shared,  

and laughter through the years.  
 

A life well lived is a legacy,  
of  joy and pride and pleasure,  

a living, lasting memory  
our grateful hearts will treasure.”  

-Author Unknown  

J. Raymond Dietrich, 

Esq., eulogized by 
Thaddeus P. Mikulski, 
Jr. 

Hon. A. Jerome 
Moore, eulogized 
by Bruce M. 
Schragger and Scott 
A. Krasny.  

Lawrence F. O’Hara, 
Esq., eulogized by 
Jeffrey L. O’Hara 
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A 
s County Clerk, I oversee over two of 
Mercer County’s busiest passport 
offices in Trenton and Hamilton 
Township. Consequently, I’ve received 

many inquiries as to whether new Federal ID laws 
will require New Jersey residents to obtain 
passports to fly domestically in order to meet 
Homeland Security requirements.  I am pleased to 
let you know that until 2020, the New Jersey 
Driver’s license remains sufficient to allow NJ 
travelers to go through security without a 
passport.  However, this is simply an extension. 
All New Jersey residents will need an updated 
driver license that complies with Homeland’s 
Security REAL IDs standards, a passport or 
military ID to travel domestically as of October 1, 
2020.  
  
 The Real ID complies with federal standards 
that impose stronger requirements to prove US 
residency and allows more than nine characters on 
the license.  It is intended to reduce identify theft 
and fraud, and enhance the nation’s security. 
Changing the format for every single New Jersey 
driver requires a massive undertaking on behalf of 
the state government, who will need to complete 
three to four times the number of transactions in 
previous years.  The deadline for compliance with 
this law has been pushed back several times, 
which has left many wondering if their Driver’s 
Licenses will be sufficient to let them go through 
security without a passport. The answer is yes – a 
NJ Driver’s License is sufficient – for now, at 
least.  
  
 Reports indicate that the New Jersey Motor 
Vehicle Commission (MVC) is taking multiple 
steps between now and the Spring of 2019 to 
prevent massive wait times that other states have 

experienced when starting the transition to Real 
IDs. They hope to update their website, enabling 
people to get their new licenses on line and by 
mobile phone in the coming years.  Recognizing 
the progress of the State MVC, the Division of 
Homeland Security granted an extension for the 
MVC to comply with the additional regulations.  
  
 Because the Mercer County Clerk’s office 
provides passport services, we want you to know 
that a passport book, and the less expensive 
passport card, do and will remain an acceptable 
form of identification for domestic travel. 
Therefore, you do not have to wait for the new 
Driver’s License for travel if you want to be 
compliant with the REAL ID standards. We can 
take care of that for you with a passport.  
  
 Lastly, please know that our office 
additionally offers Veterans ID cards. While they 
do not meet Federal standards for a Real ID, they 
do identify Veterans of Mercer County, which 
allows Vets to receive discounts and recognition 
for their service on a local level. We have one 
more week where Veteran ID cards will be FREE 
to Veterans – Pearl Harbor Remembrance Week 
(December t 3 – 14), in honor of those who have 
nobly served our country.  
  
 To obtain a Vet ID, you can go to our office, 
located at 209 South Broad Street, Trenton, NJ, 
with your original DD214 form and proof of 
Mercer County residency. For more information 
on Veteran IDs, visit mercercounty.org/
countyclerk and view our Office Services page, or 
call (609) 989-7108. If you have any additional 
questions about the different forms of IDs and 
the new Real IDs, please contact us at (609) 989- 
6465.  

Mercer County Clerk Update 
By Paula Sollami Covello 
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MCBA Under Armour Golf  Shirts 
Men’s & Women’s sizing available 

Men’s shirt $50 
SMALL, MEDIUM, LARGE,  

X-LARGE AND 2X-LLARGE 

Women’s shirt $45 
SMALL, MEDIUM, LARGE, & 

X-LARGE 

Name: ____________________________________________Telephone __________________ 
 
Firm: _____________________________________________Email: _____________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________ Shirt Size ______ Amount paid $________ 
 
Accepting Visa, MasterCard & American Express for your convenience 
 
Credit Card Number: ________________________________ Exp. Date______ Security Code ______ 
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Classified Ads 

ADVERTISE WITH US 
 

Reach hundreds of  our members and non-
members through digital and print mediums 

via our newsletter, website and more.  
 

It’s easy and effective!  
 

Reach out to us at 609.585.6200 or email 
siraca@mercerbar.com for additional 

information. 

   

 COUNTY OF MERCER 
   Brian M. Hughes, County Executive 
 
 
 

      ASSISTANT COUNTY COUNSEL 
 

The Mercer County Counsel’s Office seeks an attorney with 3-5 years’ experience in civil litigation 
(including Title 59, civil rights, labor & employment law). Experience in collective bargaining negotiations 
and working knowledge of New Jersey Civil Service system a plus. Must be admitted to New Jersey bar 
and United States District Court. Salary commensurate with experience.  Mercer County residency 
required. EEO/AA/ADA Employer.  
 
Please submit resume and writing sample in confidence to dloffredo@mercercounty.org; County of 
Mercer, Mercer County Counsel’s Office, 640 S. Broad Street, Trenton, NJ  08650.  
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Classified Ads 
Office condo for sale 

3000 sq. ft., 6 offices, 2 conference 
rooms, kitchen, 2 bathrooms, 5 

minutes from downtown Trenton, 
7 minutes to 295/95.  

Call 609-882-0650 ask for Cindy 

FLORIDA LEGAL  
SERVICES OR  
ASSISTANCE  

Florida business law, probate, trust, estate 
administration, real property and domicile 

assistance.  
Call T. Robert Zochowski, Esq., LLM (Tax) 
(member Florida and New Jersey Bar), Of 

Counsel Gunster Law, Jupiter, Florida.  
Call (561) 744-1175 or email 

trzsec@bellsouth.net. 

For Rent:  Hamilton, Center City 
Office Park.   

Will accommodate 1, 2 or 3  
attorneys 

    & 2 support staff, separate  
offices, with windows.   

609-585-5151 

 

410 Kenli Lane 

Brielle, New Jersey 08730 

908-902-5498 

marycatherine.cuff@gmail.com 

MARY CATHERINE CUFF 

Retired Presiding Judge Appellate Division 

Superior Court of New Jersey 

T/A Supreme Court of New Jersey 2012-2016 

provides  

Mediation and Arbitration Services  

as well as  

Appellate and Trial Consultation  

and  

Confidential Investigations 

 

Outfit a Small Office! 
Includes: 

• Executive desk 
• Reception desk l-shape with counter and 

glass– 3 pieces used separately or together 
• 2 door storage cabinet; small desk 

• 2 door storage cabinet 
• Small desk 
• Bookcase 

• Will not break the set 
• All are in excellent condition 

Contact Debi at dsbella724@gmail.com or 
call 609.610.4200 for photos & dimensions. 
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