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From the  
President’s Desk… 
 
January is often a time when we 
reflect on the year that has gone by 
and set goals for the year ahead.  
As I begin my new term, I look 
back on our previous year with 
pride and thank our outgoing Pres-
ident Dottie Bolinsky for her time 
and dedication to the Mercer 
County Bar Association.  She 
made it a great year! I also look 
ahead to the coming year with ex-
citement and hope that our mem-
bers will enjoy a 2015 filled with 
the collegiality, community service 
and education that our Association 
provides for its members.   
 
We are off to a great start!  The 
first general membership meeting 
and my Installation (coronation) as 
President of the Mercer County 
Bar Association was held on Janu-
ary 21, 2015 at the Stone Terrace 
in Hamilton.  We had almost 230 
people registered for the event and 
the evening was filled with cama-
raderie and conversation.  The 
Honorable Bill Mathesius J.S.C. 
(ret.) gave introductory remarks. 
He delivered a speech those in at-
tendance will not soon forget!  My 
family was there to share this spe-
cial evening and I couldn’t be 
more proud to lead such a great 
organization.   

My goal for the coming year is 
to increase the membership of 
the association and the partici-
pation of our members in the 
many activities that we sponsor.  
Members of the MCBA serve 
clients at the Trenton Area Soup 
Kitchen, volunteer their time 
with the Lawyer’s CARE pro-
gram and deliver meals on 
wheels.  The ongoing fundrais-
ing drive for John Carbonara 
has yielded almost $13,000 for 
his family to date!  These are 
but a few examples of our mem-
bers’ generosity.  During my 
tenure we will undertake a 
membership drive and will seek 
the support of all attorneys in 
Mercer County -- from large 
law firms to solo practitioners, 
and from every practice area, 
ranging from criminal law to 
estate and probate. Increasing 
the membership of the Associa-
tion will increase our ability to 
make a difference.   
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nan@mercerbar.com. The newsletter deadline is the last 
Wednesday of the month preceding the publication month. 

M  e  r  c  e  r  C  o  u  n  t  y 

A Publication of the Mercer County Bar Association 

February 2015       Volume 34, Issue 1 

More than ever before, we live in a digital age. Time is a 
precious commodity and much business is conducted via e
-mail, conference call, and virtual meeting.  However, 
there still is no substitute for personal connections.  The 
people you “know” are the people that you can rely on in 
a pinch, the people who will return your calls, the people 
that you can call friends.  The Mercer County Bar Associ-
ation gives its members an opportunity to make those im-
portant face-to-face connections.   
 
One new program we will begin this year is our 
“Breakfast with the Bench” series.  In partnership with 
Judge Jacobson and her team, the MCBA will host a series 
of informal gatherings where practitioners can enjoy a cup 
of coffee and a donut with the Judges and staff of each 
division.   The Civil Division will host the first gathering 
on Thursday, March 5th from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m.  This will 
be a great opportunity for our members to meet informally 
with the Judiciary and their staff.   
 
The next event on the horizon is the Bench Bar Luncheon 
on March 25th  at the Trenton War Memorial.  This event 
is very well-attended each year, and presents an oppor-
tunity for our members to acquire ethics credits towards 
their CLE requirements.  Of course, it is also a chance to 
mix and mingle with members of the judiciary.  Please 
sign up for this always fun and informative seminar.   
 
We are also planning a series of CLE seminars in every 
practice area, our annual Judges and Law Clerks Dinner, 
and the Holiday Party. It’s never too early to mark your 
calendar for two traditional events that are always favor-
ites!  Our Golf Outing will be held on June 25th at 
Mountain View Golf Club, and Xtreme CLE is scheduled 
for November 19th at the Conference Center at Mercer 
County College.  As always, do not hesitate to contact me 
if you have questions or ideas about any of our events.   
 
Our Association is great because of you!  Your participa-
tion is integral to keeping the MCBA vital and serving our 
legal community and our community at large.  I look for-
ward to the year ahead and the things that we will achieve 
together.  
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Breakfast  With the Bench  
Thursday, March 5th  
Civil Courthouse  
8:30 -9:30 a.m.  
 
All attorneys are invited to join 
Judge Hurd and his team in the Civil Division for 
coffee and donuts compliments of the MCBA!   



Franklin Flacks, Esq. 

 

The Trial of the Pirate, Captain Kidd  
A 17th Century Political Cover-up 

 
Shrewsbury (a Lords Justice).  The Marque 
was personally signed by King William, III. 

 
This was a secret commission from the King 
of England to hunt pirates, confiscate their 
wealth and divvy the spoils among his in-
vestors.  The King was to get a 10% share 
of the spoils. 

 
Kidd’s ship, the “Adventure,” sailed May 1, 
1696 arriving in New York in July with a 
captured French ship.  Sailing again, little 
was heard from Kidd for the next three 
years.  He set course for the Cape of Good 
Hope and a third of his crew died due to an 
outbreak of cholera.  He failed to find the 
pirates he expected to encounter off Mada-
gascar. 

 
He then sailed to the southern entrance of 
the Red Sea.  Here, he again failed to find 
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Captain William Kidd was either one of the 
most notorious pirates in history or one of 
the most unjustly vilified and prosecuted 
privateers – and the victim of a cruel gov-
ernment cover-up.  
 
Kidd was born in Scotland in January 
1645.  The first records of his life date 
from 1660’s, when he was a member of a 
French –English pirate ship that sailed in 
the Caribbean.   Kidd and other members 
of the crew mutinied, ousted the captain of 
the ship and sailed to the English colony of 
Nevis.  Kidd became captain of the ship 
and became part of a small fleet to defend 
Nevis from the French with whom England 
was at war.   
 
By the 1680’s, the English government was 
attacking piracy as it affected English mer-
chant ships.  In 1685, Lord Bellamont was 
appointed Governor of Massachusetts Bay 
and was ordered to take measures to sup-
press piracy. 
 
Bellamont approached the Admiralty and 
asked that Kidd receive a commission and 
given command of an English man-of-war.  
Admiralty refused as all warships were 
needed for the war with France.  

 
It was then agreed that Kidd would sail as a 
privateer under Letters of Marque (a gov-
ernment license) with a special commission 
under the Great Seal of England to cruise 
against pirates. 

 
This arrangement was funded by noble 
lords who were among the most powerful 
men in England.  They included Lord Or-
ford (First Lord of the Admiralty), Lord 
Somers (Lord High Chancellor), Lord Rod-
ney (a Secretary of State) and Lord  
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any pirates.  According to a captain em-
ployed by the English East India Company, 
Kidd attacked a convoy and was repelled.  
If this were true, it was Kidd’s first report-
ed foray into piracy. 

 
When rumors of Kidd’s crimes began to 
spread, damaging England’s valuable trade 
with India, his Investors rushed to cover 
their involvement and disavow any 
knowledge of his mission. 

 
If the accusation that the King backed a 
pirate were true, it could endanger his 
throne. 

 
In December 1698, Government Orders 
were issued directing that Kidd be cap-
tured.  In late 1699, Kidd sailed to Boston.  
He was arrested and claimed he had come 
to clear his name.  Lord Bellamont, his ear-
liest benefactor, disavowed Kidd (perhaps 
fearing he would be accused as a conspira-
tor) and sent Kidd back to England to stand 
trial. 

 
In May 1700, the Crown was ready for tri-
al.  Kidd and nine of his crewmen were 
brought to the Old Bailey.  The Grand Jury 
charged Kidd with murder and piracy.  The 
Judge of the Court of Admiralty Sessions 
instructed the Grand Jury.  

 
The English justice system, at that time, 
differed dramatically from courtrooms of 
today.  Back then, Defendants could con-
sult lawyers only on narrow points of law, 
had to cross-examine witnesses on their 
own and had to deliver their own opening 
and closing arguments.   
 
Making matters worse for the defense, the 
Crown appointed the judges who owed the 
King their careers.  The King could pro-

mote them or dismiss them based on their 
record of verdicts favorable to the King.  
The murder trial was presided over by the 
Lord Chief Justice, Baron Ward.  Kidd 
asked that his trial be postponed.  All of his 
papers, including his Letters of Marque and 
French passes, which showed that the cap-
tured French ships were his lawful prize, 
had been taken by none other than Lord 
Bellamont! 

 
The murder charge was based upon an Oc-
tober, 1697 incident where Kidd was ac-
cused of throwing a heavy, iron ribbed 
wooden bucket at a crew member, William 
Moore, striking him in the head and killing 
him.    Apparently, Moore urged Kidd to 
attack a nearby Dutch ship, an act, not only 
piratical but sure to anger the Dutch-born 
King William, III.  Kidd refused, an argu-
ment ensued and Kidd threw the bucket. 

 
It was at the commencement of the trial 
that Kidd, for the first time, learned he was 
being charged with a murder that occurred 
two years earlier.  Kidd argued that his trial 
should be postponed since he did not have 
his documents.  The Crown’s chief prose-
cutor, Solicitor General Hawles, cut Kidd 
off and argued that the murder trial proceed 
because it was not dependent on the miss-
ing French passes.  A jury of twelve was 
then selected. 

 
Kidd’s defense claimed there was a mutiny 
because he wouldn’t take the Dutch ship 
and Moore was the ringleader.  However, 
there was no evidence of a mutiny. 

 
Lord Chief Justice Baron asked the jury to 
consider whether the words Moore alleged-
ly used were a provocation or, in the alter-
native, were they too slight to be a provo-
cation.  

Continued on page 20 



PRIME OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE Shoppes At Pennington, 200 to 1700 sq feet in Pen-
nington/Hopewell NJ. Great for Attorney or Professional. Super Amenities and Location, Route 31 
Ready for immediate occupancy. Call Gene 609-731-4568 or email at 
evl5@aol.com www.shoppesatpennington.com 
 
PRINCETON, NJ – LITIGATION ASSOCIATE Fox Rothschild LLP has an opening in the 
Princeton, NJ office for an Associate in the Litigation Department. The ideal candidate will have 2 
to 5 years of general commercial litigation experience. Must be licensed in the State of New Jersey. 
Superior academic record and excellent writing skills required. Large law firm experience preferred. 
EOE. We are currently not accepting resumes from search firms for this position.  If interested, 
please send your resume in confidence to recruitment@foxrothschild.com or apply online at http://
www.foxrothschild.com/careers/jobListing.aspx?id=15032392785. 
 
BATHGATE, WEGENER & WOLF, P.C.—ASSOCIATE ATTORNEYS Large Nor thern 
Ocean County Law Firm has immediate openings for Associate Attorneys admitted to practice in 
NJ, with 1-6 years experience.  Practice areas include commercial litigation, personal injury and 
products liability (plaintiff and defendant), municipal court, family law and eminent domain.   Ideal 
candidate will be self-motivated, well-organized and possess excellent writing and verbal communi-
cation skills.    Submit resume, writing sample and salary requirements to: lrusso@bathweg.com. 
 
ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY -BARNABA & MARCONI, a Mercer  County-Hamilton Township 
based civil litigation firm (specializing in defense) seeks an associate attorney with 4 – 6 years expe-
rience.  The candidate should already be admitted to the NJ & PA Bars and have a strong interest in 
obtaining trial and pre-trial experience.  Computer and good writing skills are required.  Some 
Workers’ Compensation experience would be considered a plus. 
 
FLORIDA LEGAL SERVICES OR ASSISTANCE – Florida probate, trust, estate administration, 
real property and domicile assistance.  Call T. Robert Zochowski, Esq., LLM (Tax) (member Florida 
and New Jersey Bar), 1001 North US 1, Suite 400, Jupiter, Florida.  Call (609) 799-2111, (561) 744-
1175 or email trzsec@bellsouth.net.  

   

ADVERTISING in the  
          Mercer County Lawyer BRINGS RESULTS! 

If you have anything  to sell, rent, or lease, let the MCL spread the word.  
Call 609-585-6200 for rate information. Discount rates for members. 
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MCBA Lawyer  
Referral Service 

MCBA Lawyer Referral Service– needs attorneys who focus on any 
of the following categories: Immigration, Landlord/Tenant, Administra-
tive Law and Board of Education.  We are also seeking Spanish-
speaking attorneys in all practice areas.  



Page 7 February 2015 

A Publication of the Mercer County Bar Association 

MASON, GRIFFIN & PIERSON, P.C. CELEBRATES  
SIXTIETH ANNIVERSARY! 

 
The Princeton law firm, Mason, Griffin & Pierson is celebraƟng its sixƟeth anniversary. Ralph 
S. Mason and Gordon D. Griffin formed the partnership of Mason and Griffin in 1955. Kester 
R. Pierson became associated with the firm shortly aŌer its formaƟon. For numerous years 
the office was located on Nassau Street and in 1985 moved to its current locaƟon on Poor 
Farm Road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In its early years, the firm offered clients a general pracƟce of law. Eventually the firm estab-
lished pracƟce groups, with aƩorneys working together and concentraƟng in more specific 
areas of law: Business & Banking, Employment Law, Estates & Trusts, Local Government Law, 
LiƟgaƟon, and Real Estate & Land Use. 
 
Mason, Griffin & Pierson has been an integral part of central New Jersey over the past sixty 
years. The firm represents numerous municipaliƟes in Mercer, Somerset, Middlesex and Hun-
terdon counƟes, including Princeton for over sixty years and before the consolidaƟon of 
Princeton, was involved in the establishment of several joint agencies between Princeton 
Borough and Princeton Township. 
 
Over the years, the firm’s aƩorneys have been engaged with professional and community 
concerns through numerous organizaƟons, including New Jersey InsƟtute of Local Govern-
ment AƩorneys; Princeton, Mercer County, and New Jersey State Bar AssociaƟons; Interna-
Ɵonal Municipal Lawyers AssociaƟon, New Jersey State League of MunicipaliƟes, Legal Aid 
Society, and Mercer County Chamber of Commerce. In 2001, the firm was presented with the 
Community Partner Award from the Mercer County Bar FoundaƟon. 



 

Installation Dinner and  
January General  

Membership Meeting 
The Stone Terrace by John Henry 

January 21, 2015 
 

Over 225 members and guests helped celebrate the Installation 
of our 2015 Officers and 2017 Trustees. Guests included 18 
members of the Judiciary, 12 retired judges and 14 past presi-
dents. To see more photos from the event, visit us online at 
www.mercerbar.com/event_photo.htm. 

Honorable Bill Mathesius, MCBA President Michelle Gasparian,  
Garren McCauley and Brian McCauley 
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Robin Echevarria, Stacey Geurds  
and Katie Magee 

Robert Casey, Will Fisher and  
Margaret Chipowsky 

Jeffrey Gradone, Alex Genato,  
Brian Nelson and David Schneider 

Thomas Manzo, Keith Hovey  

Timothy Kalavruzos, Michael Lento, Michael Mumola,  
Hon. Anthony Massi and Hon. Joseph Bocchini 
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Hon. Mary Jacobson and Hon. Linda Feinberg  

Sandy Durst, Kimberly Engan  
and Frank Spada 

Past Presidents Dorothy Bolinsky, Nick Travisano and 
Denise Mariani 

Hon. Thomas Sumners and Scott Krasny 

Scott Unger and Amanda Nini William Slover and Hon. Christine Gravelle 

John Celmar and Linda Martin from 
our Platinum Sponsor Investors Bank  
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The Lawrenceville School Wins the  
2015 Mercer County Mock Trial Competition 

The Lawrenceville School defeated Princeton High School on Wednesday, January 14, 
2015 to claim the title of winner in this year’s Mercer County Mock Trial Competition.   
 
The Mock Trial Competition is a yearly event sponsored by the New Jersey State Bar 
Foundation.  The Competition, now in its 33rd year, is one of the nation’s foremost contests 
of its kind for high school students.  The competition gives students a "hands-on" look at 
the legal process.  Through active preparation it brings law to life for students, not only de-
mystifying the operation of the law and court procedures but also helps students increase 
leadership skills and further develop skills such as listening, speaking, writing, reading and 
analyzing.  Students prepared for the fictitious case for months, developing and executing 
the matter for trial.  
 
The Lawrenceville School team included the following students; Bryan Lee, Jonas Frum-
kin, Fernando Guerrero, Eric Chen, Jack Lavin, Azam Janmohamed, Lisa Liu, Aly Sledge, 
Anna Vinitsky, Olivia Brandon, Maxx Wragan and is coached by The Lawrenceville school 
teacher,  Champneys Atlee.   The team was also aided by two Princeton attorneys from the 
law firm of Pellettieri Rabstein & Altman.   Attorneys Lydia Fabbro Keephart (Family Law 
Attorney) and Christopher DeAngelo (Medical Malpractice Attorney) donated substantial 
time to help the students prepare.   Both attorneys shared, “It is both an honor and pleasure 
to assist Mr. Atlee with this exceptional group of young adults.   They have the perfect bal-
ance of energy and intellect.”                                                              
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 H. Benjamin Sharlin, Esq. 
Law Offices of  
H. Benjamin Sharlin, Esq. 
1540 Kuser Road, Suite A-9 
Hamilton, NJ  08619 
609-585-0606 
 
Joseph D. Visco, Esq. 
Visco Law Firm 
33 West Court St., Suite 2 
Doylestown, PA  18901 
215-348-3755 
Fax: 215-348-3757  
 
Nina E. Weiss, Esquire 
WEISS LAW, LLC 
1 Tree Farm Road, Suite 202 
Pennington, New Jersey 08534 
609-303-0270 
Fax: 609-303-0269 
 
FIRMS ON THE MOVE 
Charles Casale, Jr., Esq. 
Law Offices of Charles Casale, Jr. 
1540 Kuser Road 
Suite A-9 
Hamitlon, NJ  08619 
609-585-7711 
Fax 609-585-3245 (fax) 
 
Thaddeus P. Mikulski, Jr. 
The Law Offices of  
Thaddeus P. Mikulski, Jr. 
116 Washington Crossing Road 
Pennington, NJ 08534 
609-303-0222 
fax 609-303-0956 

*Pennsylvania Office 
 308 North Oxford Valley Road 
 Fairless Hills, PA 19030 
 www.thaddeuslegal.com 
 tpm@mikulskilaw.net 

Members On The Move 

Brett Berman, Esq. 
Mercer County Prosecutor’s Office 
209 South Broad Street 
Trenton, New Jersey  08650 
609-278-7959 
 
Tina E. Bernstein, Esq. 
Felsenfeld & Clopton, LLC 
1 Nami Lane, Suite 5 
Hamilton, NJ  08619 
609-586-3200 
 
Peter M. Kober, Esq. 
1876 Greentree Road 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003 
856-761-5090 
Fax: 856-424-2118 
 
Lynn Blessing McDougall, Esq. 
Diamond Silver Office Building 
24 Arnett Avenue, Suite 116 
Lambertville, NJ 08530 
609-208-9500 
Fax: 609-208-9511 
 

 
 
Need a member’s  
email or  
phone number ?   
 
Find it quickly  
through the member  
portal at  www.mercerbar.com 
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Welcome New Members 

George Benaur, Esq. 
Buchanan, Ingersoll & Rooney, P.C 
170 Christopher Drive 
Princeton, New Jersey 08540 
609-613-8167 
 
Matthew Cassidy, Esq. 
DeCotiis, FitzPatrick & Cole, LLP 
2346 Route 33 
Suite 210 
Robbinsville, NJ 08691 
908-705-3253 
 
Caitlin Conk, Esq. 
Law Offices of Thomas Erlich 
874 Monmouth Road 
Cream Ridge, NJ  08514 
609-556-9246 
 
Kiomeiry Csepes, Esq. 
Law Office of Kiomeiry Csepes 
1905 Hamilton Avenue 
Hamilton, New Jersey 08619 
609-362-2778 
 
David H. Fleisher 
Fleisher Forensics 
321 Norristown Rd. 
Ambler, Pa  19002 
215-641-1114 
 
Jamie Hubert, Esq. 
Office of the Public Defender 
210 South Broad St., 2nd floor 
Trenton, NJ  08608 
609-292-4081 
 
Thaddeus Hubert, IV, Esq. 
Hoagland Longo Moran  
Dunst & Doukas 
40 Paterson Street 
New Brunswick, NJ  08903 
732-545-4717 
Fax: 732-545-4579  
 

Grace Kurdian, Esq. 
NRG Energy, Inc. 
211 Carnegie Center 
Princeton, NJ  08540 
609-524-5380 
 
Jenna Lazzaro 
Guy J. Renzi & Associates 
2277 State Highway 33 
Trenton, N.J. 08690 
609-989-9199 
 
Cameron MacLeod, Esq. 
Hill Wallack, LLP 
202 Carnegie Center 
PO Box 5226 
Princeton, NJ   08543 
609-734-6313 
609-452-1888 Fax 
 
Andrew I. Meltzer, Esq. 
Law Office of Andrew Meltzer 
40 Penn Lyle Road 
Princeton Junction, New Jersey 08550 
609-897-9442 
 
Loraine Otis, Esq. 
194 Nassau St. 
Princeton, NJ  08542 
908-359-2845 
 
Danielle Rosiejka, Esq. 
State of New Jersey – Judiciary 
73 Harker Road 
Chesterfield, New Jersey 08515 
609-870-7300 
 
Adam Schwartz, Esq. 
McElroy, Deutsche,  
Mulvaney & Carpenter 
47 Ceder Lane 
Princeton, NJ 08640 
973-425-8837 
Fax: 973-425-0161 



Congratulations to Katie Magee 
on the birth of Carter Michael 
Lee on August 20th!  

 

Welcome New Members 

Thomas Stopa 
AFLAC 
7 Bradford Avenue 
Apt. 14 
Hamilton, NJ 08610 
609-647-8532 
 
Thomas Weakley 
New York Law School 
129 Jackson Street, #3 
Trenton, NJ  08611 
908-721-6054 
 
Mengyi “Jason” Ye, Esq. 
Szaferman Lakind 
101 Grovers Mill Road 
Suite 200 
Lawrenceville, New Jersey 08648 
609-275-0400 
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Congratulations to Maeve Cannon, Esq. 
The 2015 Irish-American Daughter of the Year! 

 
Ms. Cannon is being honored at  The Friendly Sons & 

Daughters of St. Patrick of Mercer County 29th  
Annual Dinner Dance on Thursday, March 12, 2015 

at the Stone Terrace By John Henry. 
Tickets $150 

 
For more information and to buy tickets email Sherry Bremerman  

at sherry@empiretitleagency.com 



Hill Wallack LLP partner Kenneth R. Sauter 
has been named President of the New Jersey 
chapter of the Community Associations Institute 
(CAI-NJ) for the 2015 term. His appointment 
became official on January 1, 2015.  

Mr. Sauter is a member of Hill Wallack LLP’s 
Community Associations, Real Estate, and Bank-
ing & Financial Services practice groups. His 
practice is devoted to real estate matters, with 
particular emphasis on the representation of com-
munity associations. His practice includes com-
mercial real estate transactions, leasing and fi-
nancing; representation of commercial lenders, 
including community association lenders; land 
use and development; and general business rep-
resentation. 
 
Mr. Sauter says of his appointment, “I am hon-
ored and grateful to be elected President of CAI-

NJ by my fellow Directors 
and look forward to serving 
and promoting the interests 
of all chapter members.” 
 
A member of CAI-NJ’s 
Board of Directors since 
2008, Mr. Sauter has previ-
ously served as Chairperson 
for its Legislative Action, 
Editorial and Education 
committees. He received 

CAI-NJ’s Speaker of the Year award in 1999, 
2001 and 2005. Mr. Sauter is also a member of 
the CAI National College of Community Associ-
ation Lawyers. He frequently lectures on issues 
relating to community associations and commer-
cial lending and is the author of several pub-
lished articles. 
 
Two new lawyers have recently joined Hill 
Wallack LLP: Christopher R. Geary and  
Michael S. Savett. Christopher  R. Geary is 
counsel in the Princeton, NJ office of the firm, 
where he is a member of the Community Associ-
ations and Construction Industry practice groups. 
Mr. Geary handles multiple large-scale construc-
tion claims on behalf of general contractors and 

developers, including 
claims and construction 
defect claims and has 
run multiple large con-
struction defect cases 
on behalf of property 
owners.  
 
Prior to joining Hill 
Wallack LLP, Mr. 
Geary served as Assis-
tant Counsel to the New Jersey Schools De-
velopment Authority. He earned his J.D. 
from Boston University School of Law and 
his B.A. from The University of Michigan. 
Mr. Geary is admitted to practice in the 
states of New York, New Jersey, Arizona 
and Colorado.  
 
Michael S. Savett is counsel in the Prince-
ton, NJ office of Hill Wallack LLP, where 

he is a member of 
the Insurance Cover-
age and Trial & In-
surance Defense 
practice groups. Mr. 
Savett has represent-
ed property-and-
casualty insurance 
companies in com-
plex coverage mat-
ters involving com-
mercial liability, 
property, employ-

ment practices and errors-and-omissions 
claims, as well as, insurers in coverage and 
bad faith litigation involving business own-
ers, homeowners, automobile, property and 
environmental claims. He has counseled 
insurance companies on methods of bad 
faith and coverage dispute avoidance and 
prepared briefs for, argued, and successful-
ly litigated appeals in New Jersey and New 
York courts on behalf of insurance compa-
nies. He has also served as claims counsel 
in the environmental division of a major 
property-and-casualty insurer, managing 
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environmental, construction defect and profes-
sional liability disputes.  
 
Mr. Savett earned his J.D. from Temple Uni-
versity Beasley School of Law and his B.A. 
from the University of Delaware. He is admit-
ted to practice in the states of New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania and New York, as well as in the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit and 
U.S. District Court for the District of New Jer-
sey, Eastern and Middle Districts of Pennsylva-
nia, and Eastern and Southern Districts of New 
York. 
 
Archer & Greiner’s Stephanie J. Zane, Es-
quire, has recently been appointed to serve a 
two year term on the National Program Award 
Committee for the American Inns of Court, 
which is a committee made up of 21 members 
from across the county.  American Inns of 
Court (AIC) are designed to foster excellence 
in Professionalism, Ethics, Civility and Legal 
Skills. An American Inn of Court is an amal-
gam of judges, lawyers, and in some cases, law 
professors and law students. AIC actively in-
volve more than 29,000 state, federal and ad-
ministrative law judges, attorneys, legal schol-
ars and law students. Ms. Zane is also currently 
a Master Member of the Thomas S. Forkin 
Family Law Inn of Court.  

 
Ms. Zane has also been reap-
pointed by the New Jersey 
Supreme Court Committee 
on Character where she is 
currently serving in her sec-
ond term. The duty of the 
New Jersey Committee on 
Character is to determine the 
fitness to practice law of each 
candidate for Admission to 
the Bar of the State of New 
Jersey and thereby to promote the public inter-
est and to protect the integrity of the legal pro-
fession.   

 

Ms. Zane is a Partner in the firm’s matrimonial 
and family law department. She has extensive 
experience in complex matrimonial litigation 
and her practice is focused on addressing all 
aspects of divorce, custody, child support (and 
related issues) and domestic violence litigation. 
 
Hartsough Kenny & Chase is pleased to an-
nounce that Gerald R. Stockman, Esq., has 
joined our practice. 
 
Mr. Stockman has, for over 50 years, been one 
of the preeminent members of the Bar, han-
dling serious medical malpractice, motor vehi-
cle and products liability cases. His involve-
ment with the Firm compliments the Personal 
Injury practice of Daniel E. Chase, Esq, who 
for 35 years has engaged in the handling per-
sonal injury cases. Mr. Stockman is also availa-
ble to consult on serious cases. 
 
Mr. Stockman invites the referral of serious 
matters. As a Certified Civil Trial Attorney, 
referral fees will be paid in accordance with R 
1:39-6(d). 
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Brian Brodowski, Esq. 
Colleen Crocker, Esq. 

Louis DeMille, Esq. 
Jodi Mindnich, Esq.  

 
Zirulnik, Sherlock & DeMille 

200 Clocktower Drive, Suite 101 
Hamilton, NJ   08690 

 609-890-0050 
fax:  855-515-8190 
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Community Projects  
Committee  

Our lawyers making a difference in the community! 
On November 20, 2014 our Community Projects Committee held a Celebrity Bingo Bash for the sen-
iors at the Lawrence Senior Center.  We made ice cream 
sodas for all of the players and gave out gift cards to the 
winner of every game played.  There were about 80 ladies 
and gentlemen attending and a great time was had by all. 
  
Thanks to the following people for coming out to join in the 
fun:  JOSEPH JACOBS, Esq.,  JENNIFER DOWNING, AP 
of the Mercer County Prosecutor's Office, TANYA PHIL-
LIPS, Esq., ROSE SZABO and CAROLYN CHESNEY of 
GAYLORD POPP, and DOTTIE BOLINSKY, Esq. of 
DRINKER BIDDLE. 
  

 
 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW! 
 

Serve LUNCH at the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen Thursday,	March	12th	and	Thursday,	June	11th		Day	to	be	determined	-	Week	of	December	14th	from	10:10	am	to	12:50	pm			*We	car	pool	over	from	MCPO	Lamberton	Rd.	ofϐice	or	parking	is	available	on	the	street.			Escher	St.	is	located	behind	the	Trenton	Police	Station.				
Deliver Lunch for Meals on Wheels Thursday,	April	23rd		Tuesday,	September	17th		

 Meals	on	Wheels	delivers	hot,	nutritious	meals	Monday-Friday	to	the	elderly	and	homebound	in	the	Trenton/Ewing	Region.	Volunteers	are	the	heart	of	this	operation!		We	meet	at	ARC	at	180	Ewingville	Road	in	Ewing	at	10:15am.		We	can	serve	as	drivers	or	“runners”	–	“runners”	deliver	the	meals	to	each	recipi-ent’s	door.		No	need	to	worry,	we	are	paired	with	an	experienced	volunteer.		We	should	be	back	by	NOON.			More	info	at	www.MOWTE.org.		
 
 

For more information, please contact either: 
Stacey Geurds	–	sgeurds@mercercounty.org	(609)	989-6325	

or	Robin Echevarria	–	robinech5@verizon.net	(609)	609-6389	
Thank you. 
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New Jersey 

LAWYERS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
800-24-NJLAP 
www. njlap.org 

 
Never Again will a Lawyer have to say “there was no where to turn.” 

 
    “Whatever the problem, you do not have to manage alone.” 

 
Lawyers are not unique. Attorneys can and do suffer from depression, alcohol and drug abuse and other 
problems. Early intervention mostly leads to successful recovery.  
 

When you, or a lawyer you know is in trouble, call 800-24-NJLAP. NJLAP  is always confidential so you 
need not be concerned that a call is doing harm. In fact, your call may be career and life saving.  
 

Since 1993, NJLAP has helped thousands of lawyers—all confidentially and free of charge. 
 

The Lawyers Assistance Program is approved by the New Jersey Supreme Court.  
 

The program assures utmost confidentiality by adopting Rule 1:28 B-3. Additional information about this 
program is available on our website or by calling 1-800-246-5527. 
 
The New Jersey Lawyers Assistance Program is funded by all members of the Bar with invaluable Adminis-
trative support from the NJ State Bar Association.  

Our New Officers and Trustees (from left to right):  Joseph P. Blaney, Jeffrey M. Gradone, Monica 
Wahba,  Margaret A. Chipowsky, Frank P. Spada, Jr, Brian J. Duff, Angelo J. Onofri, Robert R. Lytle 
and Colleen M. Crocker with Hon. Bill Mathesius (ret.) 
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Franklin L. Flacks, Esq. 

The Trial of Captain Kidd cont. 

The jury convicted Kidd finding mere 
words are not a provocation and regard-
less, any discontent occurred days before 
and, at worst, the only provocation was 
Moore’s impertinence.  At this point his 
lawyers quit!! 

 
The piracy charge then went forward, alt-
hough anti-climactic.  Kidd’s defense sug-
gested that, in these piracies, he was an 
unwilling follower of his own men.  In 
addition, any ship taken was a lawful prize 
as he had a French pass.  

 
Kidd demanded that his papers be pro-
duced and that Lord Bellamont had taken 
them.  They were never produced and 
none of his crewmen testified that they 
actually had seen them. 

 
Although Kidd was a privateer and could 
lawfully seize French ships, it was his du-
ty to bring them in for adjudication by a 
Court of Prize and with all captured ships, 
all papers entitled him to seize the ship.  
Kidd never did this but divided the spoils.  

Without his papers, Kidd was convicted. 
The trial was a charade.  The Admiralty 
lawyers knew Kidd had been given French 
passes.  It is very unlikely that the judges, 
who socialized at the highest levels of Eng-
lish society had never heard about the 
French passes. 

 
One can only imagine what Kidd must 
have thought, incarcerated and awaiting his 
execution.  Invited by cohorts of the King 
and with the King’s personal commission 
to embark on his adventures, he was pro-
tected by privilege.  Now, deserted by 
those Lords, who feared for their own repu-
tations as the victim of a cover-up, he re-
mained in Newgate Prison. 
 
On the day of his execution May 23, 1701, 
he was plied with brandy and rum and pa-
raded in an open cart through the streets of 
London to his place of execution.  Along 
the way, the crowd mocked, jeered and 
goaded him.   
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His last words were “It is a very hard sentence…I am the innocentest person of them all…Only 
I have been sworn against by perjured persons.” 

 
Abandoned by his benefactors, documents lost or destroyed, perjured testimony and a cover-up 
conceived to protect reputations – sound familiar? 

 
Ironically, in 1910, an American doing research in London, found Captain Kidd’s French pass-
es misfiled at the Board of Trade.  As a further irony, Lord Bellamont died penniless in New 
York two months before Kidd’s hanging.  In 1790, when a home for George Washington was 
being built, workers’ uncovered the tomb of Bellamont.  He was reburied in St. Paul’s Church-
yard without a grave marker.    
 

 
  

 
LAW DAY ART CONTEST FOR COUNTY 

FIRST GRADE STUDENTS 
 

THE MERCER  GE SUPERIOR COURT & THE 
  OR COURT     COMMITTEE ON MI‐

NORITY CONCERNS IN  RTNERSHIP WITH THE 
 COUNTY BAR  ION INVITES 

STUDENTS TO        E IN 
LAW DAY   

For eight centuries the Magna Carta has been a symbol of many of the freedoms 
Americans enjoy, including the right to a trial by jury, due process and the right to 
travel. This year’s law day art contest challenges first graders to show us what they 
believe are symbols of freedom through the creativity of their artwork. 
 
The first, second and third place contest winner for the art contest will receive priz-
es. Winners will be selected from a panel of attorneys, judges and committee mem-
bers. All entries muST be submitted to the Mercer County Bar Association by April 
24, 2015 For more information, please contact the Mercer County Bar Association at 
(609) 585�6200 or via email at cbrennan@mercerbar.com 
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Visit us online at www.mercerbar.com/calendar_of_events.htm to see our complete  
calendar of events, register online for an event or to download a registration flyer.  

 

February 

February 17, 2015 
Real Estate 2.0 CLE  
Luncheon Seminar 
INSPECTIONS 
Greenacres Country 
Club 
11:30  to 2:00 p.m. 

 February 19, 2015 
Municipal Bench Bar 
Meeting  and  1.0 
Free CLE Seminar 
Ewing Municipal Court 
3:30 p.m. 

February 25, 2015 
Foundation Board 
Meeting 
TBA 
12:00  to 1:00 p.m. 

February 26, 2015 
Family Meet & Greet 
with Mental Health  
Professionals 
Mountain View 
5:30  to 8:30 p.m. 

March 

 
  

 
March 3, 2015 
MCBA Trustees Meeting 
Freddie’s Tavern 
5:30 p.m. 

 
March 5, 2015 
Civil Division  
Breakfast with the Bench 
8:30 to 9:30  a.m. 

 
March 12, 2015 
Lawyers CARE 
Mercer County            
Connection 
5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 

 
March 15, 2015 
Young Lawyers  
March Madness  
Charity Bracket  
Begins!             

 
March 17, 2015 
Real Estate Trustees   
Meeting 
MCBA Office 
9:00 a.m. 

 
March 18, 2015 
Women Lawyers  
Luncheon Series with 
Hon. Anne Thompson 
Pepper Hamilton 
12:00 p.m. 

 

Spring begins 
on March 20! 

 
March 25, 2015 
Bench Bar Luncheon 
and Ethics Seminar 
Trenton War Memorial 
12:00 to 2:00 p.m. 

 
March 12, 2015 

Community Projects 
Volunteer Day at  

T.A.S.K. 
10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
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Save The Dates! 
 
 

Bench Bar Luncheon & 2.0 Ethics Seminar 
March 25, 2015 

12:00 to 2:00 p.m. 
War Memorial 

 
May Membership and Reception 

Honoring Retiring Superior Court and Appellate Judges and  
Mercer County Prosecutor Joseph Bocchini, Jr. 

Mercer Oaks Golf Club 
Tuesday, May 5, 2015 

5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 

Annual Golf Outing 
Thursday, June 25, 2015 

Mt. View Golf Club 
 


